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June 19, 2006 
 
Honorable Dirk Kempthorne,   James E. Cason,  
Secretary of the Interior    Associate Deputy Secretary 
Department of the Interior    Bureau of Indian Affairs 
1849 C Street NW     Department of Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240    1849 C Street NW 
       Washington, D.C. 20240 
George Skibine,      
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary,   Philip Hogen, Chairman 
for Policy and Economic Development  Penny Coleman, Director, General Counsel 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of   National Indian Gaming Commission 
Indian Affairs - Indian Gaming   1441 L Street, NW 
1849 C Street NW     Suite 9100 
Washington, D.C. 20240    Washington, D.C. 20005 
 
Honorable Governor Christine Gregoire  Attorney General, Rob McKenna 
State of Washington     State of Washington 
P.O. Box 40002     1125 Washington St. SE 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002    Olympia, WA 98504 
 
 
RE: EMERGENCY REQUEST FOR TEMPORARY SUSPENSION (90 DAYS) OF CONSTRUCTION OF 

PROPOSED NOOKSACK TRIBAL CLASS II CASINO ON THE INTERNATIONAL BORDER, 
NEAR LYNDEN, WA, PENDING: 

 
1. DUE DILIGENCE OF CRIMINAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS OF TRIBAL 

MANAGEMENT AND INVESTORS; 
 
2. DUE DILIGENCE REGARDING FEDERAL SUPERINTENDENCE, TRUST STATUS OF 

LAND, REGARDING GAMING ELIGIBILITY; AND 
 
3. UNAMBIGUOUS VIOLATIONS OF 42 U.S.C. 1981, 1982, 1983 AND 1985 (CIVIL RIGHTS 

VIOLATIONS) AFFECTING WHATCOM COUNTY CITIZENS, ADJACENT LANDOWNERS, 
AND NOOKSACK TRIBAL MEMBERS. 

 
Dear Secretary Kempthorne, Governor Gregoire, et al, 
 

This letter requests your urgent attention to a project thus far approved by state and federal 
agencies that combines expansion of tribal governance, Indian gaming and international border 
vulnerability. The project is scheduled for ceremonial groundbreaking on or about June 18, 
2006. As Chair of our national organization, I was invited to inspect the project location, met with 
several Nooksack tribal members, and community members in Lynden, Washington (Whatcom 
County). What I have seen and heard, and since researched, is alarming. 
 

Background. The project applicant, Nooksack Tribe of Washington State, includes tribal 
leaders who are co-enrolled in the Skyway Reserve (Canadian) tribal government near 
Chilliwack, British Columbia. The northern boundary of the project site proposed for a Class II 
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tribal casino is the international border of Canada and the United States. The "border" is a small 
two-lane highway that separates the countries. The reservations of the Nooksack Tribe (WA) 
and the Skway Tribe (Canada) are each approximately 15 miles from the international border 
and project site, with the proposed casino site being equi-distant (North and South) between the 
two reservations whose tribal officials share co-enrollment in the respective tribes. The project 
site is also equi-distant (East and West) from two, remote border crossings, Lynden/Aldergrove 
and Sumas/Huntingdon.  
 

Less than a mile from the proposed casino site, near the Aldergrove crossing was the discovery 
in July 2005 of a major, sophisticated tunnel (See Appendix C, attached) used for substantial 
drug-smuggling. This tunnel is approximately 1 mile west of the project site. (See project site 
map on page 3). 
 

1. DUE DILIGENCE OF CRIMINAL BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS OF TRIBAL 
MANAGEMENT AND INVESTORS; 

 
The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 1988 (IGRA), Section 2710 (F) requires that criminal 
background investigation data be provided to the National Indian Gaming Commission. Similar 
requirements are present within tribal casino gaming compact processes required of the 
Washington State Gambling Commission and Governor's Office.  Further, IGRA at 2716 (c)(c) 
requires that "The Attorney General shall investigate activities associated with gaming 
authorized by this chapter which may be a violation of Federal law." 
 

I call your attention to Appendices A and B, attached, that confirm a substantial file maintained 
over a period of time, and continuously, by the Federal Bureau of Investigation that is specific to 
individual members of the Nooksack Tribal Council and other Nooksack tribal members. The 
FBI records confirm that a "Filipino Gang," ("the Rabang family") has taken over the Nooksack 
Tribal Council, 18 of whom have been indicted for a "marijuana-import" business, conducted in 
concert with tribal members of the neighboring Canadian (Skway) tribe near Chilliwack, B.C. In 
addition to drug-smuggling, the FBI confirmed a conspiracy warranting indictments under RICO 
(Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations) of two Nooksack officials for 
embezzlement of federal moneys.  
 

It is likely no coincidence that the proposed Class II tribal casino located on the international 
border is equi-distant from the Nooksack and Skway Indian reservations. The Nooksacks have 
numerous off-reservation trust properties that could be more appropriate sites for a second, off-
reservation casino. This project merits at least the political courtesy of consultation with 
Canadian officials of the Province of British Columbia and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 
We ask the following questions: 
 

A. The project has direct, significant public safety and environmental impact upon British 
Columbia. Have Canadian officials been consulted regarding this project?  

 

B. Does the State of Washington, Bureau of Indian Affairs and National Indian Gaming 
Commission have substantive, documented assurance from the FBI and Department of 
Homeland Security that no criminal activity is associated with any tribal officials or non-
tribal investors from Minnesota, that are associated with the proposed project?  

 

C. How will the NIGC and State of Washington monitor and regulate the project respecting 
the co-enrollment and potential involvement of Canadian Indians that may be involved 
with the proposed Nooksack (American) tribal casino? 
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The location of a proposed Nooksack Tribal casino is the small, shaded multi-parcel area, nearly 
equidistant from the two border-crossings (Aldergrove and Sumas) illustrated on the site map below. The 
Nooksack Reservation area is approximately 15 miles SE of project site, near Deming and Everson, WA. 
The Skway (Canadian) Reservation is located approximately 15 miles NE, near Chilliwack, in the 
Province of British Columbia. 
 

 
Page 5, Figure 1 of Nooksack Casino Environmental Assessment document published May 16, 
2006 by Ridolfi, Inc. on behalf of the Nooksack Tribe. 
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2. DUE DILIGENCE REGARDING FEDERAL SUPERINTENDENCE, TRUST STATUS OF 

LAND, REGARDING GAMING ELIGIBILITY; AND 
 

At a meeting I attended on June 8, 2006 for local elected officials of Whatcom County, 
Nooksack Tribal Administrator, Pat Check, indicated that the parcel proposed for the Class II 
casino was originally allotted to an individual Indian "before Statehood," and that it has been 
passed on to heirs, or sold to various parties through the years, ultimately being acquired by the 
Nooksack tribe and placed into trust by the BIA on or about 1984. Adjacent landowners and 
reliable Nooksack tribal members informed me that the land, while part of the original Northwest 
Territory, was never part of a former Indian reservation. Federal territorial powers and 
superintendence of the project site was likely lost upon statehood, and not fully restored when 
the parcel was taken into recent (1984) federal "trust" for the Nooksack tribe. 
 

There is a reasonable potential that should be explored to question whether the project site 
formally became land under State sovereignty at the time of Statehood, losing federal territorial 
powers necessary for eligible land for tribal gaming under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act of 
1988.  
 

Landowners and local government have had neither sufficient notification nor time to examine 
the actual land status records. We ask for time to affirm that the project site was originally land 
allotted to an individual Indian under the Indian Homestead (Dawes) act. We also ask for time to 
require that the Nooksack tribe or the Bureau of Indian Affairs verify the federal territorial powers 
and land status of the parcel have appropriate federal superintendence as required for land 
eligible for gaming. 
 
Further, the Nooksack Tribe, in the summer and fall of 2005 successfully pursued a Class III 
amendment to their State-Tribal gaming compact, approved by the Washington State Gambling 
Commission (WSGC) on September 14, 2005. I, and Whatcom County elected officials were 
informed by Nooksack Tribal attorney, Ed Wurtz, on July 8, 2006, however, that the Class III 
amendment to the gaming compact approved by the WSGC "is for some future, third casino," 
just to "keep up" with other tribes in Washington State, and that the Class III approval is not for 
this proposed second, Class II casino at the border. 
 
The technology distinctions between Class II and Class III slot machines are subject of current 
rulemaking under way with the National Indian Gaming Commission. Pursuing a "Class II" 
casino, with a pre-approved amendment for a Class III casino, raises interesting questions, and 
entirely avoids scrutiny under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). This strategy also 
permits the tribe to entirely circumvent local government input and analysis of community 
detriment. Very serious questions exist regarding the process, land status, and persons 
engaged in immediate implementation of this project, unless and until someone temporarily 
intervenes. 
 

3. UNAMBIGUOUS VIOLATIONS OF 42 U.S.C. 1981, 1982, 1983 AND 1984 (CIVIL RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS) AFFECTING WHATCOM COUNTY CITIZENS, ADJACENT LANDOWNERS, 
AND NOOKSACK TRIBAL MEMBERS. 

 

If any or all of the federal and state addressees herein decline to grant a reasonable 
construction-start suspension, pending reconsideration of land status and criminal background 
requirements, then affected citizens are left with little recourse but to pursue immediate relief in 
federal court based upon foundational civil rights violations. Forcing citizens to defend 
themselves against arbitrary, ill-thought, poorly examined and damaging decisions of their 
federal and state government agencies creates a triad of costs: 
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1. Citizens incur unnecessary hardship, stress and legal expenses; 
2. Federal and State agencies incur unnecessary legal expenses; 
3. Citizens are ultimately required through taxation to fund the legal fees of agencies that 

have harmed them. 
 

Equally distressing, tensions and ill will among cultures, and perhaps, countries, is exacerbated, 
and likely to worsen over time as the impacts of a major, tax-exempt casino spreads negative 
economic and social tentacles over a quiet, isolated farming region on a sparsely protected 
international border. The citizens will be forced to assert their rights under at least, but not 
limited to, the following federal statutes: 
 

42 U.S.C. 1981  Equal Rights Under the Law 
42 U.S.C. 1982  Property Rights of Citizens 
42 U.S.C. 1983  Civil Action for Deprivation of Rights 
42 U.S.C. 1985  Conspiracy to Interfere with Civil Rights 

 

A ninety-day suspension of construction on the proposed project is a reasonable request to 
avoid the potential of increased international border vulnerability, escalated opportunity for 
criminal conduct, and burdensome litigation tasks and expense imposed upon citizens who 
must protect themselves and their properties. Citizens Equal Rights Alliance (CERA) is deeply 
concerned and will monitor activities associated  this project that so directly affects the citizens 
of Lynden, Whatcom County, and concerned Nooksack tribal members.  
 

Discussion. 
 

There is something inherently wrongheaded when law-abiding, passive citizens of a quiet, 
isolated rural community such as Lynden, and landowner-farmers adjacent to the project site, 
are intentionally and actually surprised—less-than thirty (30) days notice between tribal public 
announcement (May 25) and ceremonial groundbreaking (June 19)—with secret, silent and 
arbitrary decisions of the federal and state government, and a tribal government (of well-
publicized, questionable criminal histories), imposing an unaccountable, Vegas-style casino 
money-machine in an isolated area on our international border. The severity of social, 
economic, environmental, public-safety and border protection impacts of such decisions cannot 
be understated, particularly with little to no scrutiny through Federal and State processes. 
 

It should be noted that a substantial number of enrolled Nooksack tribal members are equally 
outraged and worried about current decisions and anticipated problems befalling their tribe with 
a Class II casino sited on the international boundary; so much so, that many Nooksack and 
members of neighboring tribes have been supportive of concerns of Lynden citizens and 
farmers, and have actively participated in community meetings and events to confront the 
instant crisis hovering over a once quiet community.  
 

The anecdotal evidence expressed among a substantial number of Nooksack tribal members is 
that the proposed site was long intended for desperately needed Indian housing. The Nooksack 
Tribal constitution does not provide for a Tribal General Council of members by which tribal 
members can communicate their views to tribal council. The Nooksack Tribal Administrator, Pat 
Check, confirmed this to me on June 8, 2006. There is little, if any, check and balance system 
within this tribe's governance that requires tribal officials to consider the views of tribal 
members. Far too many tribal members report living in poverty and lack in spite of a profitable 
Class III casino within the Nooksack reservation; they also live in anguish and fear of their tribal 
government, but are, however, courageously opposing this project. 
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The Nooksack Tribe received its recognition and governing authority under the Indian 
Reorganization Act in 1973, a little over thirty years ago. Predominantly Dutch ancestors, 
established the well-settled community of Lynden with the first settlers co-mingling, cordially and 
collaboratively, with local Indians in 1871. The town was incorporated in 1891, over 115 years 
ago. There is an unsettling irony that a relatively new tribal government of questionable conduct, 
can arbitrarily ignore and bypass the regulatory authority of Whatcom County and concerns of 
one of Washington State's oldest municipalities. 
 

This specific project increases the urgency of reform such as proposed in Senator John 
McCain's Senate Bill 2078. This project also raises a question for the National Indian Gaming 
Commission:   
 

How can the NIGC aggressively chastise and fine a reputable tribe such as the Puyallup 
Tribe, known for its outstanding economic development, for sharing too much of its 
gaming revenue with tribal families, while simultaneously fast-tracking such as spurious 
project of the Nooksack tribe, whose members have not benefited from its existing 
casino on the reservation, and express alarm at their tribal council's proposal for a 
second casino on the international border?  

 

Nooksack tribal members tell me that, despite repeated requests over 13 years, tribal members 
have yet to see an annual revenue report from the existing Nooksack casino, and lacking a 
Tribal General Council process, they are relatively helpless to hold their own government 
accountable. 
 

CERA urges your immediate review and consideration of this request, and that one or more of 
the federal and state agencies obligated to monitor and regulate Indian gaming, formally 
suspend the construction start date of the Nooksack proposed Class II casino, pending needed 
and deeper review. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Elaine D. Willman, National Chair 
Citizens Equal Rights Alliance 
P.O. 1280 
Toppenish, WA 98948 
Phone: 509-865-6225 
Email: toppin@aol.com 
 
Copies to: 
 
Senator John McCain 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
Senator Patty Murray 
Congressman Rick Larsen 
Congressman Richard Pombo 
U.S. Attorney General, Alberto R. Gonzales 
W. Ralph Basham, Commissioner for U.S. Customs and Border Protections 
John Les, Solicitor General. 
   Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, Province of British Columbia, Canada 
"E" Division Headquarters, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Vancouver, B.C. 
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APPENDIX   A 
 
Filipino clan stealing tribe's identity, elders say  
Tuesday, July 11, 2000  

By PAUL SHUKOVSKY 
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER REPORTER  

DEMING -- The Nooksacks have seen rich tribal lands that once spanned thousands of acres -- 
from the Canadian border to Mount Baker and beyond -- shrink to a 50-acre reservation.  

Generations ago, the tribe devoted itself to hauling salmon from the river that bears its name. 
Today, they squeeze a living from a modest roadside casino and a faltering mobile home 
construction business.  

And now, some elders say, comes the ultimate indignity: The tribe itself has been stolen.  

The group of a half-dozen elders claim a large family of 
Filipino and American Indian descent has fraudulently 
enrolled in the tribe.  

The Rabangs, critics say, have gained control of tribal 
government and taken advantage of ties to the Skway 
Indian band in Canada, a tribe closely related to the 
Nooksacks, to cover up a drug-smuggling operation.  

Tipped off by wiretaps, FBI and U.S. Customs Service 
agents raided tribal homes northeast of Bremerton last 
spring, cracking a marijuana-import business that 
funneled more than a ton of British Columbian pot into 
the United States during the past few years.  

Eighteen people -- most of them members of the Rabang 
family -- have been indicted so far.  

But federal authorities suspect the corruption runs much 
deeper -- deep enough perhaps to warrant an 
unprecedented racketeering case against the Rabangs 
and tribal leaders.  

That there was a criminal conspiracy on the reservation 
has already been settled in court. The U.S. Attorney's Office in Seattle has extracted guilty pleas 
from several members of the Rabang family for conspiracy to smuggle marijuana. In addition, 
two Nooksack officials were recently sent to prison for embezzling federal money. And another 
embezzlement investigation targeting tribal government is in progress.  

Elders of the 1,449-member tribe suddenly find themselves in the strange position of welcoming 
federal intervention.  

"We want our tribe back," said Rozelda Roberts, a former tribal council member. "They are 
illegally in our tribe. A group of people come in and completely take over. That really hurts."  

   

George, Leanna and George Olson 
Jr. stand in front of the tribal home 
from which they were evicted by the 
Nooksack housing board after a 
conflict with members of the Rabang 
family. The Olsons claim they were 
punished because of the Rabangs' 
power within the tribe. But tribal 
administrator Jerry Folsom says they 
were evicted because of years of 
complaints about disturbances at the 
household.  
Grant M. Haller/P-I 
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Ivan George, 67, hopes the FBI won't stop until all the Rabangs are booted from the tribe.  

"That would be our prayers answered if the feds stepped in. Our only chance is the FBI," said 
George, a Pentecostal minister with a degree in urban planning.  

The Rabangs, he complained, "extend their influence through dope. 
They control the council and control the staff. They have the housing 
committee under their control."  

But Vice Chairman Narcisco Cunanan, one of an estimated 200 
Rabangs and their kin who belong to the tribe, said it's unfair to 
condemn the whole family tree in the wake of the drug bust.  

"We are all labeled because of a few of us," he said, insisting 
Rabangs are true Nooksacks.  

Donna Roberts, Rozelda's sister-in-law, remembers how it was 
before the Rabangs began gaining tribal membership in the 1980s. 
The tribal center was a place of communal warmth, said Roberts, 
who used to run the housing authority. "It used to be you could go up 
to the tribal center and chat."  

Not anymore, said Janice George, Ivan's wife. Now fear pervades 
the fabric of the tribe. "No one wants to come forward (against the 
smugglers); they are afraid."  

Even with the recent arrests and convictions, she said, marijuana 
trafficking on the reservation has resumed, with children sometimes 
being used as drug couriers.  

The smugglers -- who called themselves "Rabang Nation" -- used 
family-owned homes on tribal lands on both sides of the border to hide potent "B.C. Bud" 
marijuana from authorities, according to court records and criminal justice sources.  

At least $6 million worth of the drug wound up flowing out of the Skway reserve near Chilliwack 
in British Columbia, sources say.  

The Rabangs control the Skway Band, claiming four out of five seats on the council, according 
to a tribal publication.  

"Dope is collected at Skway for shipment across the border," said one federal criminal justice 
source. "Money is delivered to Skway. Skway, like Nooksack, provides a safe haven from prying 
eyes of cops."  

Royal Canadian Mounted Police drug investigator Marcel deRepentigny agreed.  

"As far as the Skway, rarely do we get any information unless something is right in your face," 
he said. "There's very little intelligence coming out of the reserve. And when you are dealing 
with natives, it's so easy for them to move across the border because they have dual 
citizenship."  

'Big voting bloc'  

   

Phillip Narte, community 
development officer of 
the Nooksack Nation and 
a member of the 
extended Rabang family, 
holds ID cards that show 
he's a member of the 
Nooksacks and the 
Skway Indians.  
Grant M. Haller/P-I 
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Tribal Administrator Jerry Folsom, who is non-Indian, said the attack on the Rabangs' 
authenticity as Nooksacks reflects racism by some members who resent the family's mix of 
Filipino and Indian blood.  

"Rabang is being used as a code word for 'Indipinos,'" he 
said. "It's a racist slur."  

Cunanan said his grandmother, Elizabeth Eugenio, 
gained admission to the tribe in the 1980s because "she 
was a full-blooded Indian and a Nooksack Indian. You 
don't sneak anybody into the tribe."  

Phillip Narte, Cunanan's cousin and Nooksack 
community development officer, called the allegations 
against the Rabangs sour grapes.  

"You've got people who ran the tribe for years," he said. 
"And suddenly they are not running things anymore. 
They want the ball back. But our family is a big voting 
bloc now."  

In Indian country, tribal politics is family politics.  

"The tribe has functioned for thousands of years with these kinds of conflicts," Folsom said. 
"They are family conflicts. This is part of the reality of Indian life. The tribe can work around it."  

Part of the way the tribe has worked around it, Folsom said, is the election two years ago of Art 
George as tribal chairman.  

Said George of the attacks on the Rabangs: "Basically, it's all politics. They have a vendetta 
against us. There is no family that can strong-arm or intimidate other families or this tribe."  

Rozelda Roberts admits she'd like to be back in power, but only because she's convinced the 
Rabangs are not true Nooksacks.  

Holding aloft a complicated family tree chart, she said Eugenio's 
only connection to the tribe is that before her grandfather -- 
Matsqui, a Canadian Indian -- married Eugenio's grandmother, he 
had married a Nooksack.  

Narte disagreed, saying Eugenio's grandfather was a Nooksack.  

In the 1800s, there was no meaningful international border 
separating the Nooksacks from the Skways in what is now 
Chilliwack, B.C. The Indians speak the same language, have 
similar customs and share kinship ties.  

Both sides agree that Eugenio grew up on Skway lands, married a 
Filipino man named Rabang and gained official Nooksack 
membership only in the 1980s. Subsequently, her children joined the tribe.  

Nooksack rules require everyone to apply for tribal membership through the enrollment clerk 
and prove that they have at least one-quarter Nooksack blood, Folsom said.  

   

Rozelda Roberts and Donna 
Roberts examine the 1942 census of 
the Nooksack tribe for an ancestor of 
the Rabang family.  
Grant M. Haller/P-I 
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The clerk certifies that the information is the best available and passes it on to the Tribal Council 
for a vote.  

But Ivan George, the anti-Rabang elder, said that at the time Eugenio joined the tribe, "they 
were adopting people that were right on the edge. They had a relative who is Nooksack so they 
said, 'Oh, you're a Nooksack, too.'"  

The influx of Rabangs led Rozelda Roberts to join an effort in 1997 to kick them out of the tribe.  

Then a member of the council, Roberts said the Rabangs "got wind that we were planning to 
disenroll them. Then these people came in and threatened us. They had people there we had 
never seen in our whole lives. It was pretty scary."  

An audiotape that includes a threat made at the meeting to "beat to death" anyone who voted to 
disenroll the Rabangs is in the hands of a federal grand jury in Seattle, according to criminal 
justice sources.  

But efforts by FBI agents to gather more evidence is hampered by widespread fear on the 
reservation, the elders say.  

Dual citizenship  

Investigators began gathering information on the drug-smuggling ring about three years ago, 
using wiretaps and confidential informants.  

New details of the smuggling ring became public a week ago when Saturnino Javier, a Rabang 
cousin named in an indictment dubbed the "Nooksack 10," pleaded guilty to conspiracy.  

Javier admitted to smuggling more than 1,500 pounds of pot out of Canada since 1997, bringing 
the weed to Rabang homes at Nooksack tribal housing projects. The pot was ultimately sold to 
dealers in Seattle and Portland.  

In court, Assistant U.S. Attorney Susan Roe called the continuing investigation "an important 
marijuana-smuggling case involving a large family conspiracy."  

Dual Canadian and U.S. citizenship allowed the smugglers easier passage through border 
checkpoints, authorities said. Once federal agents began listening in on Rabang phone calls, 
however, scrutiny at the border increased and arrests were made there.  

Prosecutors are now considering going much further: branding the Nooksacks' tribal 
government a criminally corrupt organization. Such a move, under the federal Racketeering 
Influenced Corrupt Organization (RICO) law, could result in a judge taking over day-to-day 
operations of the tribe if the case is filed as a civil suit, or further prosecution of tribal members if 
it's filed criminally.  

Neither the U.S. Attorney's Office nor the FBI would comment on the problems on the 
reservation or the prospect of a RICO suit.  

There have been a handful of RICO cases brought around the country against Indian groups, 
such as street gangs in the Southwest, but there are no records of using the RICO Act against a 
tribal government, a U.S. Department of Justice spokesman said.  

When Congress passed the RICO Act in 1970, it conjured up images of tough district attorneys 
taking down Mafia capos.  
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But the law also created a new class of civil tort in which the plaintiff must show the defendant 
engaged in racketeering -- defined as being at least two criminal acts connected by a common 
scheme, plan or motive.  

A criminal RICO action would allow the government to introduce evidence painting a picture of 
an alleged conspiracy that would otherwise not be allowed in normal criminal proceedings. 
Targets could be individual tribal leaders or members of the drug conspiracy.  

It isn't just drug smuggling that has authorities looking at a possible racketeering case.  

HUD and the U.S. Attorney's Office also are investigating the alleged embezzlement and 
misuse of at least $300,000 in federal housing funds by Nooksack tribal officials.  

A search warrant affidavit filed Feb. 11 claims some of the money was squandered on bonuses 
for tribal council members and on a manufactured home built by a tribe-owned company that 
was offered as a casino prize.  

"Council has that right to pay bonuses," Tribal Chairman Art George said. "They are the 
governing body."  

George refused to comment on the propriety of signing off on a painting contract that resulted in 
$144,000 going to a company owned by his daughter and son-in-law.  

Folsom, the tribal administrator, said there were no improprieties. "HUD approved every single 
expenditure we have made as they were made."  

To elders like Ivan George, the tribe's state of affairs is nothing short of tragic.  

"Once we gathered berries and roots and trees and fish," he said. "This is how the people made 
their living. But times have changed so much that we can't even fish and we can't even hunt.  

"The life now is devastation and turmoil. The people are not content in their own homes.  

"As time goes by, those opportunities to live as our ancestors did disappear," he added. "We 
lived plainly, right off the land. But to do that today is impossible. Indians have learned what 
greed is all about."  

 
P-I reporter Paul Shukovsky can be reached at 206-448-8072 or paulshukovsky@seattle-pi.com 
 

[NOTE: Comment received from a Nooksack tribal member: 

http://cannabisnews.com/news/5/thread5371.shtml  This drug bust occurred in a Nooksack Tribal housing 
development.  The chairman of our tribe, Narz Cunanan is a Rabang relative.  Narz is the nephew to the 
bigwig of this drug bust-Robert Rabang, Sr. 
 

[NOTE: Second Comment Received from a Nooksack tribal member: 

Pat Check (Nooksack Tribal Administrator)...was the head of accounting at the tribal administration before 
his present position. ...when he moved into the tribal administrator job, they hired Brock Hochsprung as 
the new accounting head.  Both of these guys used to work for Moss Adams, and guess who does all of 
our external auditing?  You’re right, Moss Adams.  Moss Adams audits the casino, the market centre, the 
tribe, and the Nooksack Business Corp.  Last year the tribal administration posted a new accounting 
position for a “Housing Accountant” ... You know who they hired?  Another person from Moss Adams." 
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APPENDIX   B 
 

 
 
Source:  http://www.skway.com/elders.php 
 
SKYWAY TRIBAL LEADERS... 
 

Leonard Gladstone was born right here on the skway reserve. He was born 
on February/22/1931 He has eight sisters and four brothers. His sisters are 
Mable, Annie, Margaret, Clara, Mitsy, Eileen, Freda, and Maggie, and his 
brothers are Eddie (Sam), Robert, Louie and McArthur. His mother was Emma 
James and his father was Joseph Gladstone. He has three children Brian, 
Cliff, Cheryl and he adopted Jessie's children Margretty, Bonnie, Robert and 
Debbie. He has twenty- seven grandchildren. Ever since Leonard was a little 
boy he has been fishing along the Fraser River. When he was a young boy he 
had a job as a horse trainer. Leonard has travelled around Washington and 
Alaska State and Canada as a logger and a tree faller and he also had a job in 
California as a farm hand. His beliefs are the longhouse. He belongs to the 

longhouse, he is a longhouse dancer and he also belongs to the shakers. He knows a lot about herbs. He is a very 
spiritual man. Leonard has spent all his life living on the Skway reserve, which he and Benny James saved from 
being given to Squiala. 
 

 
Jessie Gladstone was born in a small village in Alaska called Hindenburg 
about 90 miles north east of Ketchikan. She is the youngest of 7 children. 
Jessie has lived in Seattle, New Jersey and North Dakota before making her 
final move here to Chilliwack. Jessie has 6 children one is deceased, between 
her and her husband they have 9 children and 27 grandchildren and 17 great 
grand children. Jessie feels her greatest accomplishments are: her children; her 
grandkids; the fact that she quit drinking on her own 23 years ago and stayed 
sober even through all her hardship. Leonard has adopted her children they 
have lived here in Chilliwack 30(?) years. When they moved here they were the 
only ones on the reserve besides Ben James. Jessie has worked in the 
canneries as well as the head start program when is first started in Seattle, she 

also belonged to the American Indian woman's service league and worked as a secretary for them as well, and she 
has worked in nursing homes. Jessie belongs to the Shaker church as well as the longhouse and she is in the elder's 
group. Her and Leonard travel to pow wows as well as traveling with their daughter Debbie and grandkids to the 
canoe races. 
 
[NOTE: Comment received from a Nooksack tribal member: 

http://www.skway.com/elders.php  The three women listed as elders on this website are also enrolled in 
Nooksack.  The two ladies at the bottom are living in the Nooksack Rutsatz housing site (in Everson, 
WA).  Jeanette James is the mother of Narz (our chairman).  Jessie Gladstone was arrested for 
transporting marijuana for the Rabang’s after the big drug bust (mentioned in Appendix A).] 
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Jeanette James (Sonia).  Sonia was born in Chilliwack BC. She was born on 
October -27-1938. She has lived in Washington most of her life. She was a 
waitress while she was growing up. She is working at the Nooksack tribal office 
now. She is a cook there. She cooked for the pre-school children for ten years. 
She has five children Angie (Angelita), Doe (Dominador), Narz (Narcisco), Tony 
and Rolland. She has twelve grandchildren. She has six brothers: Cisco, Mike, 
Bobbie, Joe, Bill and Dave and she has seven sisters: Helen, Ollie, Sonia, 
Sharon, Norma, Francine and Nancy. 
 
 
 

[NO PHOTO]  Frances (Annie) Narte.  Annie Narte was born right here on Skway reserve on February 02/1933. For 
her to make money she picked berries and sold fish. She lived on Skway until she moved to Seattle in 1952. She got 
a job as a waitress for a few years. Then she got a job at a fish canary for nine years. Then she worked at a labelling 
company. Annie can speak the native language. She knows how to knit and to make cedar baskets. She goes to the 
mountain to get the roots and the bark for her basket weaving. She knows a lot about herbs. She belongs to the 
longhouse and she is a longhouse dancer. Annie's parents are Emma James and Joseph Gladstone. Her brothers 
are Leonard, Louie, Eddie (Sam), Robert and McArthur. Her sisters are Mable, Margaret, Clara, Mitsy, Eileen, Freda, 
and Maggie. She has nine children Adelina, Jamie, Debbie, Phillip, Tony, Moreno, Catalina, Donte and Mario. And 
she has twenty grandchildren. 
 

 
 
Olive Oshiro was born on March 2, 1936 on the Skway reserve. Her mother was 
Elizabeth Eugenio. She lived with her grandparents Annie George and Andrew 
Mack James (Skrhelam). She then moved to Seattle, Washington and married 
Yobo Oshiro, they had five children; Sonny Boy, Roma, Matthew, Elizabeth and 
Edmund. She has eight grandchildren. She currently resides on the Nooksack 
reserve with her husband enjoying life with her children and grandchildren. 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Alleged smugglers across border  dug their  way into trap  

By Ar i Bloomekatz 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

July 22, 2005 

LYNDEN, Whatcom County — The stretch of U.S.-Canada border in these parts is little more 
than a ditch between two parallel roads.  

 

This photo provided by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration shows the interior of the 360-foot tunnel built 
with an estimated 1,000 2-by-6-foot wooden supports and rebar. 

 
STEVE RINGMAN / THE SEATTLE TIMES 

THE BORDER: Authorities say the tunnel runs from the Quonset hut at right, in Canada, beneath the border — the 
median between the two roads — to an abandoned home on U.S. soil, just outside the left edge of this frame. 
Seismographic technology was used during the investigation. 

 
STEVE RINGMAN / THE SEATTLE TIMES 

Authorities say the 360-foot smuggling tunnel exits inside this home about a quarter-mile east of the 
Aldergrove/Lynden border-crossing station. 
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But U.S. and Canadian officials say a group of drug smugglers went to elaborate lengths to 
breach the heavily patrolled border, spending more than six months and $1 million to build a 
sophisticated, lighted tunnel so the smugglers could transport potent "B.C. Bud" marijuana from 
Canada into Washington state. 

Authorities from both countries, however, learned of the tunnel long before it was completed and 
set a trap to catch the men in the act. 

After months of surveillance, the trap was sprung Wednesday afternoon and three Canadian 
men were arrested. They were charged yesterday in U.S. District Court in Seattle with 
conspiracy to distribute marijuana and conspiracy to import marijuana. 

Two other people were arrested Saturday in Washington state while transporting marijuana that 
came through the tunnel, authorities said. 

"It was well-built," Rodney Benson, special agent in charge for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration in Seattle, said of the tunnel. "Probably one of the most sophisticated tunnels 
we've seen in the United States." 

The tunnel is about 360 feet long and was built with an estimated 1,000 2-by-6-foot wooden 
supports and rebar. Authorities said it had electricity and ventilation. The passage leads from a 
Quonset hut sandwiched between greenhouses and a large white house on the Canadian side 
of the border, beneath two roads and ends beneath the living room of a home on the U.S. side. 

Drug smugglers have built elaborate tunnels for years to transport drugs and people between 
Mexico and the U.S. But federal officials said the Lynden tunnel is the first discovered along the 
Canada-U.S. border. 

The tunnel is about a quarter-mile east of the Aldergrove/Lynden border-crossing station. 
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The three men began using the tunnel to carry shipments of marijuana across the border earlier 
this month, Benson said. Authorities seized about 200 pounds of marijuana that had been 
transported through the tunnel, Benson said. It was not immediately known if that represents all 
of the marijuana brought through the tunnel. 

The three men charged — Francis Devandra Raj, 30; Timothy Woo, 34; and Jonathan 
Valenzuela, 27 — are all from Surrey, B.C. They were arrested after authorities said they 
carried 93 pounds of marijuana in hockey and garbage bags through the completed tunnel. 

Federal prosecutors charged Raj, Woo and Valenzuela with conspiracy to distribute marijuana 
and conspiracy to import marijuana. yesterday in U.S. District Court. They were ordered held at 
the federal detention center in SeaTac pending a bail hearing scheduled for July 26. Woo 
pleaded not guilty yesterday to an earlier charge, from 1999, charging him with conspiracy to 
import marijuana.  

Border authorities watched as the men delivered the drugs to a woman who was waiting at 
Bellis Fair Mall in Bellingham and arrested them when they returned to the house on East 
Boundary Road on the U.S. side of the border. The woman, who was driving with an 18-month-
old child, was arrested after a Washington State Patrol officer stopped her car in Ellensburg. 

Benson said a Renton man was arrested Saturday during a traffic stop in Enumclaw with 110 
pounds of marijuana brought through the tunnel. 

"There are clearly other individuals that will be arrested in the coming days," Benson said. 

According to the complaint filed in U.S. District Court, the men planned to sell the drugs for $500 
a pound and estimated they could bring about 300 pounds through the tunnel at a time. 

Seattle is often considered a hub for "B.C. Bud," another name for marijuana imported from 
British Columbia. Benson said B.C. Bud is a $1-billion-a-year industry. 

At a news conference yesterday at the Aldergrove/Lynden border crossing, Kim Scoville, 
director of the Canadian Border Services Agency, said law enforcement had been watching the 
men ever since they began investigating a cocaine-smuggling ring in October 2003. Their 
investigations of Raj and the other men led authorities to the Quonset hut and house, Scoville 
said. 

According to the complaint, Raj owns the property on the Canadian side of the border where the 
hut, house and greenhouses are located. The complaint alleges Raj is a suspected drug dealer 
with a criminal history of marijuana possession and immigration violations. 

Beginning in January of this year, authorities noticed Raj and the other men carrying 
construction tools in and out of the residence and stepped up their investigation and 
surveillance., Scoville said. 

"Lumber going in and soil going out," Scoville said. "It wasn't too difficult to come to the 
conclusion that a tunnel was being constructed." 

Other arrests 

Border authorities in the U.S. learned of the tunnel from an informant, a Canadian drug dealer 
who had smuggled Ecstasy into the U.S. 



 17 

U.S. Attorney John McKay said border patrols in the U.S. and Canada worked closely to 
develop a plan to investigate the construction and eventually arrest the suspects. 

McKay said seismographic technology was used during the investigation to gather more 
information about the tunnel and to determine whether it was occupied. Authorities said 10-men 
teams from both sides of the border took shifts monitoring the area around the clock. 

Border concerns 

U.S. officials obtained a so-called "sneak and peek" warrant — meaning they didn't have to give 
immediate notification of the target of the investigation — and on July 2, agents in the U.S. 
planted video and audio surveillance equipment in the house and garage on the U.S. side, and 
audio surveillance in the tunnel, McKay said. 

Officials used the surveillance to watch and listen to the construction of the tunnel as well as 
gather information about the men's plans. 

The house on the U.S. side had been abandoned. But the owner of the property is being 
investigated in connection with the drug trafficking, McKay said. 

U.S. officials said the discovery of the tunnel raises concerns beyond drug smuggling. 
Authorities fear such tunnels could be used to smuggle weapons, explosives or people. 

"The presence of a tunnel raises serious questions for security agencies on both sides of the 
border," said McKay. 

Julie Luke, 51, said she has been living next to Raj's house for 22 years. Raj bought the 
property about three years ago, Luke said, and introduced himself as the owner of an 
automobile body shop in Vancouver. 

Luke said Raj told her he purchased the house as an investment, and that for the first two years 
Raj rarely came by. 

But over the past year, Luke said, she heard the sound of banging and "metal hitting metal" 
from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. every day. 

"He said he owned a body shop," Luke said. "It made sense." 

Ari Bloomekatz: 206-464-2540 or abloomekatz@seattletimes.com. 

Seattle Times staff reporter Christine Clarridge in Seattle contributed to this report. 
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